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own heart the conviction of the Tightness of his own aims, and in the main finds the way himself to his goal, or, else makes it altogether the property of his own mind. Advice and suggestion stream in, and nothing would be more wrong than not to give them full consideration. . But the decision must rest with those who feel the difficulties and responsibilities of execution. The navy was an unusually finely adjusted organism. The continual interchange of men, selected for the central authorities, between the Admiral Staff and the service afloat deprived the idea of its justification in fact, that the Admiral Staff could as a naval strategic authority judge questions of development better than the Admiralty. Even between the naval authorities on land there was instituted in course of time a barely sufficient working relationship. We also succeeded in keeping in check the natural demand of the North Sea and Baltic stations for coastal defence and coastal warfare, since this could only have been satisfied at the expense of the fleet, i.e. the politico-military importance of the navy. Relationships with the Command of the High Sea fleet were not so clear, for the former had gained in influence as the construction of the latter progressed, and was developing a tendency to unite under it all materiel afloat.
The French and English put the Commander-in-Chief of the fleet in command of a squadron and thus gave him a "private possession" of his own. We had retained the arrangement from the time of